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An Application for an Official Texas Historical Marker 

THE DR. THOMAS S. FALVEY HOME 

Conroe, Texas 
By: Stacey McDowell 

and presented to the Montgomery County Historical Commission  

 

I. CONTEXT 

Included in the rich history of Conroe, Texas, is The Falvey Home. This was the personal residence 

of Dr. Thomas Seymore Falvey and his wife, Ruby Evans Falvey, who was originally a nurse by 

profession. Dr. Falvey was a pillar of Conroe’s society from 1918 until his death in 1948. The 

house in Conroe’s downtown area has served several important purposes through the years but still 

maintains many of its original elements and charm. The influence of Conroe’s history is evident 

in its construction, which also makes it sturdy and unique. As Conroe’s first surgeon, Dr. Falvey 

was involved in many businesses in the area, making him well-known as a highly regarded 

physician, entrepreneur, and humanitarian of his time while also greatly impacting Conroe’s future 

growth and prosperity.  

                                         
  Dr. Thomas Seymore Falvey                                          Dr. Thomas S. Falvey Home 
  July 21, 1874 – March 15, 1948  
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II. OVERVIEW 

Dr. Thomas Seymore Falvey was born in July 21, 1874 in Wells, Texas, northeast of Conroe, to 

Dr. James Carroll Falvey and Mrs. Matilda Abigail Falvey. His parents were some of the first 

settlers in that Texas town. Dr. Falvey was the oldest of sixteen children, four of whom would  

become medical doctors.1 Dr. Falvey attended medical school at The University of the South in 

Swanee, Tenn., where he graduated in 1900.2  Dr. Falvey eventually moved to Conroe in 1918 

where he first served as the physician for Fostoria, a sawmill town east of Conroe.3  The lumber 

industry played a vital role in Conroe’s early history.  

By 1920 Dr. Falvey was the primary surgeon at the Mary Swain Sanitarium, the first hospital in 

Montgomery County. This small private hospital facility was opened in Conroe on East Davis 

Street and was operated by Laura Thompson and Alma Powell.  Dr. Falvey served the community 

during his time at the sanitarium, not only practicing surgery but offering a wide range of 

healthcare services: giving shots, delivering babies, setting broken bones, and providing whatever 

else was required for his patients. His first private office was on the second floor of the West 

Building located over the Crighton Drug Store—now known as the Corner Pub on Main Street in 

downtown Conroe. Falvey’s medical practice continued to flourish during this time. Conroe began 

to flourish after wildcatter George Strake found oil in 1931 east of town. With that growth, Dr. 

William Holland joined Falvey as a partner.   

                  
              The Mary Swain Sanitarium in Conroe                                  Clinic Prescription 
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The doctors built the Falvey-Holland Building on West Davis Street, across from the new 

Montgomery County Courthouse that was built in 1936.. Their offices were upstairs in that 

building.4  They practiced medicine and surgery upstairs and rented the downstairs space to the J 

C Penney department store. The modern medical practice featured a waiting room, exam rooms, 

an X-ray machine, a laboratory, surgery rooms, recovery rooms, and the doctors’ offices. 

(Referenced from paper from Larry Foerster). During these early years, Dr. Falvey often traveled 

for his medical practice. In an interview in The Courier, the daily newspaper covering 

Montgomery County, his daughter Olive Falvey Davis said: “The roads were so bad that Dad said 

he’d have to buy a new Ford every six months because they were tearing the car apart.”  

                   
              Falvey-Holland Clinic on West Davis Street                             Dr. William Holland 
 
In addition to Dr. Falvey’s medical profession, he was heavily involved in the community as an 

entrepreneur and civic leader. He helped organize and served as president for the Farmers & 

Merchants Bank in Conroe. He was a founding member of the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary 

Club of Conroe, and the Montgomery County Fair Association. In 1936, Falvey also built adjacent 

to his home the Burch Hotel and Coffee Shop at the corner of Thompson and West Phillips Street 

in downtown Conroe,. Mr. H.M. Cable and his wife, Tillie Cable, ran the hotel, which also held 

the offices of the Red Cross.5  

In 1929, the Falvey Home was built at 617 Chambers Street where it sits today, but the address is 

now known as 505 North Main Street. The two-story Falvey Home was the largest brick home in 

Conroe at the time of its construction. There was also a two-story Carriage House constructed at 
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about the same time. The house was remarkable with its green Italian tile roof and large front 

porch. It was built square with a hip roof and small stoop at entrance. A brick arch surrounds the 

doorway, with small vertical, rectangular windows next to door. Palladian windows are down stairs 

and 12/12 windows upstairs. Most of the interior walls were constructed on one-foot-thick plaster 

and faux-painted wood details to be fire resistant. Dr. Falvey used the basement at one point as his 

laboratory where he performed autopsies. The home served as the personal residence for the Falvey 

family, including Dr. Thomas Falvey; his wife, Mrs. Ruby Evans Falvey; their son, Thomas 

Seymore Falvey Jr.; and their daughter, Olive Falvey.   

His daughter Olive Falvey Davis, who grew up in the house, recalled in her 2014 interview with 

The Courier:   “It was a big, elegant, four-bedroom house on the main street of Conroe at the time 

with large rooms,” She remembered: “Whenever something big happened in Conroe, like a parade, 

it always went right past our house.”  Olive believed the homeless population in that era had a 

system of marking houses considered “a soft touch” for a handout. She said a lot of visitors came 

to the Falvey door asking for something to eat. “Dad worked out an agreement with a local 

hamburger stand,” Davis said. “He’d send the men down there and settle up the bill at the end of 

each month.” 

Thomas Falvey was also a man ahead of his time socially. In a time of segregation and racial 

separation, Falvey seems to have been a man who believed and practiced equality. He provided 

medical care for people of color. In the early 1930s, oil was discovered in Tamina, Texas, now near 

The Woodlands and Oak Ridge. Dr. Falvey’s relative was drilling for oil in the area, and in a failed 

attempt, he struck an artesian well deep underground, which quickly created a lake. In hearing 

this, Dr. Falvey visited the land and decided to build a summer home there, which was in a 

Freedmen’s town, that is, a town created by freed slaves after the Civil War. Dr. Falvey became 

a part of the town’s fabric, bringing a system of water to the community. This is chronicled in 

the book, The Ground on Which I Stand: Tamina, a Freedmen’s Town, written by Marti Corn.  As 

retold by a descendant of one of the community’s oldest families, Rita Haywood Wiltz: “Aunt Lou 

[Wiltz’s great grandmother, Louise Williams] was the midwife in Tamina who not only 

delivered babies but nursed many of the white babies too. She worked for the Grogan family 

who owned Grogan’s Mill and for Dr. Falvey who was a surgeon in Conroe and had a summer 
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home in Tamina. She always requested Sundays off.  Out of curiosity, Dr. Falvey went to church 

with her. Tamina Tabernacle was in awful condition and Dr. Falvey made the decision then to 

build the congregation a new church. It was named Falvey Memorial Baptist Church in his 

honor. It still stands today and is the church my family continues to attend.”6  So, instead of 

adopting the segregation of his day, Thomas Falvey chose to forge relationships with his 

African American neighbors and he became part of their Tamina community. He held numerous 

socials in Tamina, inviting the local residents to participate with his family and freely offering 

them water.  Consequently, the local black residents held him in high regard for his generosity and 

devotion to them.   

 

 

 

 

 

                    Dr. Falvey at his summer home in Tamina with Thomas Jr. and Olive  

                                               https://www.taminatexas.com/history 

After devoting over 30 years to the citizens of Montgomery County, Dr. Thomas S. Falvey died 

at age 73 on March 15, 1948 in Conroe, Texas.  Many Conroe residents were delivered by Dr. 

Falvey or Dr. Holland during their medical practices.  

 
Dr. Thomas S. Falvey Headstone 
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III. SIGNIFICANCE 

In 2024, the Falvey Home still has original wood floors, cedar closets, some original hardware, 

wall sconces, beautiful crystal chandeliers, windows, and a basement. The same basement Dr. 

Falvey used to perform some autopsies. The exterior of the home has original brick and a stunning 

green tile roof that is an easy landmark in downtown Conroe. The Conroe Methodist Church 

purchased the building from Mrs. Falvey in 1950 about two years after her husband’s death and 

used the space for their parsonage and then later used it for their business offices and Sunday 

school classes. In 1999, John Bamonte and his wife, Jo Miller Bamonte, purchased the home and 

restored it. They kept the original beauty of the home. Jo Miller used the space for her law office 

and offices for other attorneys. In 2021, Jo Miler sold the property to Child Advocates of 

Montgomery County. Today Chil Advocates uses the home as office space for its work to improve 

the lives of children in Montgomery County. The team at CASA believes the Falvey family would 

be proud of the work done in their home and pleased that it still plays a role in the compassion and 

improvement of the community he served for 30 years. Child Advocates of Montgomery County 

is seeking a historical marker for the Falvey Home, thereby creating a permanent honor in memory 

of Dr. Falvey and his valuable and incredibly important role to the history of this community. The 

old  brick two-story home stands as a testament to Dr. Thomas S. Falvey’s impact on Conroe and 

the greater Montgomery County communities for over 30 years.    

          
 
The Falvey Home now officing Child Advocates of Montgomery County (CASA) 
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         Children’s Sensory Path behind Home                 Staircase and entry. 
 
IV. DOCUMENTATION  

1. Cherokee County History Page: 265. This book is part of the collection entitled: Texas 
History Collection and was provided to The Portal to Texas History by the Cherokee 
County Historical Commission. 
 

2. “Gazetteer of Texas Physicians: F (1905). DigitalCommons@TMC, Texas Medical 
History Documents, Gazetteer of Deceased Texas Physicians (19th and 20th century). 
Paper 19. http://digitalcommons.library.tmc.edu/gazetteer/19 
 

3. https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Dr-Falvey-a-respected-doctor-
surgeon-and-11094241.php 
 

4. http://www.countygenweb.com/txmontgomery/dr_Falvey_helped_usher_health_care.htm 
5. https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Cable-s-Burch-Hotel-a-source-of-

fond-memories-12896867.php#photo-15521676\ 
 

6. https://www.taminatexas.com/about-5-2 
 
 

Clips from newspapers obtained from:  https://texashistory.unt.edu/ 
 

Other references include a paper written by Larry Foerster, “Remembering Old Downtown 
Conroe” and https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LW6K-GGT/thomas-seymour-falvey-sr.-
1874-1948 

  

https://texashistory.unt.edu/search/?fq=dc_type%3Atext_book&src=ark
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/THC/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/THC/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/partners/CCHC/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/partners/CCHC/
http://digitalcommons.library.tmc.edu/gazetteer/19
https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Dr-Falvey-a-respected-doctor-surgeon-and-11094241.php
https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Dr-Falvey-a-respected-doctor-surgeon-and-11094241.php
http://www.countygenweb.com/txmontgomery/dr_Falvey_helped_usher_health_care.htm
https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Cable-s-Burch-Hotel-a-source-of-fond-memories-12896867.php#photo-15521676%5C
https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Cable-s-Burch-Hotel-a-source-of-fond-memories-12896867.php#photo-15521676%5C
https://www.taminatexas.com/about-5-2
https://texashistory.unt.edu/
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Picture of the Falvey home, circa the 1970s 

Conroe Courrier: https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Dr-Falvey-a-respected-
doctor-surgeon-and-11094241.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

          Dr. Falvey’s graduating surgical class of 1915.  (Provided by the Falvey family) 

 

 

                          

https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Dr-Falvey-a-respected-doctor-surgeon-and-11094241.php
https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Dr-Falvey-a-respected-doctor-surgeon-and-11094241.php
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Mrs. Ruby Falvey                             Thomas Jr. and Olive Falvey            Ruby, Olive and Thomas 

(Provided by the Falvey family) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby,Thomas and Olive Falvey              Thomas Falvey Jr.                                       Olive Falvey     

                                                     (Provided by the Falvey family) 
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Article on the Falvey family history 

1. Cherokee County History Page: 265. This book is part of the collection entitled: Texas 
History Collection and was provided to The Portal to Texas History by the Cherokee 
County Historical Commission. 

 

https://texashistory.unt.edu/search/?fq=dc_type%3Atext_book&src=ark
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/THC/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/THC/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/partners/CCHC/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/partners/CCHC/
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The Birch Hotel at Thompson and Phillips streets in Conroe. The Cables, in association with 
their friends the Falveys, began operating the hotel in 1936. After Mr. Cable's death in 1941, 
Tellie Rebecca Knighten Cable continued to run the hotel for 20 more years until her retirement. 

https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Cable-s-Burch-Hotel-a-source-of-fond-
memories-12896867.php 5/2018 COURIER 125 

 

https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Cable-s-Burch-Hotel-a-source-of-fond-memories-12896867.php%205/2018
https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/article/Cable-s-Burch-Hotel-a-source-of-fond-memories-12896867.php%205/2018
https://www.yourconroenews.com/125years/
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Location of current-day Tamina, Texas 

Provided by Google maps 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Article about the Chamber of Commerce 
Advisory Board 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 28, 
No. 23, Ed. 1 Friday, May 28, 1920 Page: 
1 of 8 

  

 

Article about Dr. Falvey bringing 
industry to Conroe 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 28, No. 
49, Ed. 1 Friday, November 26, 1920 Page: 1 
of 10 
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Article about the 
Montgomery County 
Fair Committee 

Conroe Courier 
(Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 
30, No. 34, Ed. 1 
Friday, August 25, 
1922 Page: 1 of 8 

 

Article about Dr. Falvey helping 
with a memorial statue for the 
courthouse. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), 
Vol. 31, No. 31, Ed. 1 Friday, 
August 3, 1923 Page: 1 of 12 

 

 

Article referencing Dr. 
Falvey and the Chamber of 
Commerce 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), 
Vol. 28, No. 22, Ed. 1 Friday, 
May 21, 1920 Page: 1 of 10 
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Article about Dr. Falvey’s funding 
of a new water well for the city of 
Conroe during a water shortage. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 
31, No. 18, Ed. 1 Friday, May 4, 
1923 Page: 1 of 8 

 

Dr. Falvey containing a meningitis 
outbreak in 1912. 

The Conroe Courier. (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 20, 
No. 9, Ed. 1 Friday, February 2, 1912 Page: 1 
of 4 
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Zoom of water well article  

Right- Complete water well article. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), 
Vol. 31, No. 18, Ed. 1 Friday, May 
4, 1923 Page: 1 of 8 

 

 Article about Dr. Falvey’s 
donation of an organ to the 
church. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), 
Vol. 31, No. 17, Ed. 1 Friday, 
April 27, 1923 Page: 1 of 14 

 

Article about Dr. Falvey’s donations of fans to 
his church. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 30, No. 
34, Ed. 1 Friday, August 25, 1922 Page: 1 of 8 
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Article about Chamber of 
Commerce that mentioned 
Dr. Falvey’s involvement.  

Conroe Courier (Conroe, 
Tex.), Vol. 28, No. 23, Ed. 1 
Friday, May 28, 1920 Page: 1 
of 8 

 

 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 
31, No. 46, Ed. 1 Friday, November 
16, 1923 Page: 1 of 8 

 

 

Right- Article about Dr. Falvey’s 
donation to an orphanage. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 
[29], No. 50, Ed. 1 Friday, December 
16, 1921 Page: 1 of 8 
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Article about Dr. Falvey’s help in 
starting a bank in Conroe.  

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 
28, No. 9, Ed. 1 Friday, February 20, 
1920 Page: 1 of 8 

 

 

Article about Dr. Falvey’s campaign for a 
bigger hospital. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 28, No. 
38, Ed. 1 Friday, September 10, 1920 Page: 1 

  

 

Article about Dr. Falvey treating a child injured by a horse. 

Conroe Courier (Conroe, Tex.), Vol. 31, No. 33, Ed. 1 Friday, August 17, 1923 Page: 1 of 8 
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1940 Census 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LW6K-GGT/thomas-seymour-falvey-sr.-1874-1948 

 

 

Thomas Falvey Jr. birth certificate 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L7YV-N4H/ruby-evans-1898-1975 

 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LW6K-GGT/thomas-seymour-falvey-sr.-1874-1948
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Dr. Falvey’s Death Certificate. 

 

Ruby Evans Falvey death certificate 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L7YV-N4H/ruby-evans-1898-1975 

 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L7YV-N4H/ruby-evans-1898-1975
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Dr,. Falvey’s first marriage to Dickson Falvey.  

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LW6K-GGT/thomas-seymour-falvey-sr.-1874-1948 

 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LW6K-GGT/thomas-seymour-falvey-sr.-1874-1948
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The Falvey Home First Floor 

 

 

Second Floor 
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Courtyard adjacent to main building       
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Courtyard and statue featuring children 

  

Interior wall with one of the two telephone stands and the original stairs 
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The great room, featuring the original fireplace. Original chandelier from below.  

  

The fireplace and the sunroom downstairs  
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Picture of two of the Falveys’ grandchildren and one with a current picture of granddaughter Jane 
Falvey Nitz.  
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